
John C l a r k , th i rd from left, succumbed at his home this morning from inha l ing smoke and fire when , as 
member of the Hope V a l l e y Volunteer F i r e Associa t ion, he fought a blaze that burned over 7,000 acres of 

[woodlands In South County M a y 2. 

HOPE V A L L E Y ' S F I R S T F I R E DEATH 

W E S T E R L Y , R . I . , S U & D A f 

Recent Forest Fire Is Fatal to Hope Valley Man 
J o h n R a y C l a r k , 52, chief en

gineer and secretary of the Hope 
V a l l e y Volunteer F i r e Associat ion, 
l i e d this morn ing a t h i s home i n 
Hope V a l l e y , as the resul t of a f ire 
n w h i c h he, inha led smoke and 

flames. 
M r . C l a r k was, a member of a 

fo i i r -man c r ew from the Hope 
V a l l e y Department , w h i c h w a s 
t empora r i l y trapped at the C a r l 
B a r b e r ! , . homestead on Esc'oheag 
H i l l , . .in'the West G r e e n w i c h C e n 
ter-Hope V a l l e y f i r e on May 2. 

T h e truGk and men, w i t h the i r 
avenue of escape cut off, and a 
b roken waj,er pump, made a hero
ic effort ' Whfcpme safely through 
the r o a r i n g inferno., C l a r k , r i d ing 
o n ' t h e back step bf the big pump
er, inha led large quanti t ies Of 
(smoke and f lame. 

D r . F r a n c e s A . K e n y o n of Wood-
IviHe* w h o had been attending h im, 
said ' M r . C l a r k ' s death is a d i rec t 
cause of the fire; and? traced it to 
inha la t ion and tremendous exe r 
tion. 

D r . K e n y o n said h is condit ion 
w a s so c r i t i c a l , he could not be 
[moved from his home. , " I t was a 
m i r a c l e he l i v ed this long," saif! 
the Wqodv i l l e phys i c i an 

F i r e m e n sa id that C l a r k , despite 
ftiis condit ion, insisted oh w o r k i n g 
bni. the b roken wa te r pump w h e n 
the( 'd isabled ' . t ruck rol led into ttjfc 
Hnne Vf l l lRy .F i rG.S laEoi^ . . 'However , -

he was prevai led upon to go to 
his home and receive medica l at
tention. 

Others in the c rew w i t h C l a r k 
we re Oscar P ra t t and E d w a r d 
Kuckas . and Cl i f ford Andrews , the 
dr iver . 

T h e B a r k e r Homestead is the 
scene where , C a r l Ba rbe r was ser i 
ously burned, and is s t i l l a pa
tient at T h e Wester ly Hospital , 
where he i s under treatment. 

T h e West Greenwich Center to 
Hope V a l l e y f ire burned over 7,000 
acres and took f i remen 24 hours to 
br ing under control. 

W i l l i a m J . Bennett , 32, of West 
G r e e n w i c h , a former inmate of the 
E x e t e r School,, admitted setting the 
fire, and is awai t ing grand' j u r y 
t r i a l in the K e n t County Super ior 
Cour t la ter this month. 

Mr . C l a r k was born M a r c h 25, 
1899 at Wood R i v e r Junct ion, the 
son of the late Adelber t R a y and 
M a r y E l l a (Wr igh t ) C l a r k . ' He 
was employed as a mechanic at 
M a i n s Se rv i ce Stat ion i n Hope 
V a l l e y . 

He was a charter member, of the 
Hope V a l l b y . Volunteer F i r e Asso
ciation, and , had been engineer 
since i t was founded! i n 1942. D u r 
ing the past ,year he also served as 
secretary of the company: 

H e was a member of Chayjtv, 
Lodge. No. 23, . F . -and A . M,; 
F r a n k l i n R o v a l Arch .Masons ' No. 7: 

Hope Chapter No. 4 O E S ; a P^ast 
Master of the Hope V a l l e y Grange, 
No. 7; a member of the Washing ton 
County Pomona, No. 2; a member 
of the Rhode I s land S ta l e Grange . 

H e also held membership i n the 
Degree of Ceres Nat iona l Grange, 
Mechanics Lodge No. 14, I O O F . 
and Be t sy W i l l i a m s C o u n c i l No. 8, 
Daughters of A m e r i c a , i n W a k e 
field. 

H e was a past president of the 
Rhode Is land F i s h and Game' P r o 
tect ive Associat ion in Providence, 1 

a member of the South County 
F i r e C h i e f s , and Fores t Wardens 
Associat ion, a l ife member of the 
Rhode, I s land State F i r e m e n ' s 
League and a constable w i t h the 
Hopkinton Po l iye Department . 

S u r v i v i n g • is h i s wife , - E d i t h C . 
(P'btter) C l a r k ; a 'daughter , T h e l m a ' 
I . , C l a r k e of Hope V a l l e y ; son, 
R a y . M . C l a r k of Hope V a l l e y : , 
sister, Mrs . Peter P . P a l m e r of 
Canonchet; brother, E d w i n . A . 
C l a r k . of Bur l i ngame , Ca l i f o rn i a . 
He also is s u r v i v e d by his step 
mother, Mrs . 1 Ne l l i e M . C l a r k of 
Hope V a l l e y , a ha l f brother* L e w i s 
D . C l a r k o f the U . S.; M j j in 
C a m p Stewar t , ^ Ga. , a Jul .^several 
nieces and nephews. V! 

T h e funeral w.il I , bo fmW. W e d 
nesday afternoon.'"', at II-o'clock from 

4be>Avery F u n e r a l Home. Hope 
Vali 'ey. In terment w i l l .be i n Wpocl 
• Riium-., ,flVmntarir i wa&tkdaiuL . i -

O t h e r members o f t h i s c r e w w e r e H e r b e r t N i l e s 
a n d F r e d e r i c k A. S t a n l e y , a t age 1 5 . T h e y e s c a p e d 

x r i d i n g i n t h e b a c k o f C h i e f S m i t h ' s p i c k up. 
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A MEMORIAL STONE in honor of the deceased members of the Hope Valley Volunteer Fire 
Department was dedicated last Sunday in front of the village's fire station. Escorted by 
members of the department's memorial committee, Robert Stanley (left) and Peter 
Zegarzewski( center), Edith Kenyon(center) places a memorial wreath next to the Westerly 
granite monument. Mrs. Kenyon is the widow of John R. Clark, a chief engineer in the 
department who lost his life while fighting a forest fire in Exeter in 1951. On hand for the 
event was Rep. John Oilman (D-Dist. 52), who gave the dedication speech. Rev. William 
Hollis of the Hope Valley Baptist Church, who gave the benediction and closing prayer, and 
former Fire Chief Alexander Smith, who unveiled the stone memorial. (Times photo by Daniel G Dunn) 


